HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 1110 ENGINEER
COKBAT GROUP'S OFERATIONS IN THE ETQ

25 Aug 1345

Ever since the initial assaoult of the Normandy Beaches, the
German Armies have been deslt a number of tremendous blows which
have sent them reeling towards the Rhine. The crushing knockout
blow whieh followod the éplc crossing of the Rhine destroved
ecmpletely the last vestiges of the cnre powerivl FNazl militory
machine., These rapid, unparallcled military achievements hove beern
accomplished with the fine cooperzticn of all aw=ms of the service,
The 1110 Engineer Combat Group throughout the Normandy Gampeoign and
the succceding Allied thrusts Through France and Belgium and finally
inte Germany, has ployed a unique ports Although not committed
g o front line unit, its many varied and highly important missions
materially contributed to the Allied might.,

The 1110 Englneer Combat Group wna *rganlzed from the 49th
Engineer Combat Regiment zt Comp Corscny Ceclorado, on 1 April 1943,
under the command ¢f Colonel Peter L. Bermel. sollowing mancuvers
and prier to embarking for oversens, the Group wers commanded
successively by Major Frederiek L. Mottésen, Jr., Lt Col Frenk J.
Forney, snd Lt Col Daniel S, Spengler,

The Group, under the commend of Lt Col Spengler, arrived in
the Urited Kingdom st the harbor of Liverpool, on 6 Jnnuary 1944.
The first permanent station in England was st Pengbourne, Berkshire,
where the Group remeined until 17 Janusry 1944, at which time it
meved to Sonning; Berkshire., During its stay in Englend; the
Greup undertock speeinl truining in Bailcy Bridges. Problems in
ercction ond removel of Bridges under =11 kinds of wenther con—
ditiona, both day and night, were given to all units, Iraining on
Toad constiruction and maintenance cmphasized the use snd medin-
ténance of power ecguiprent. Hine troinlng was extensive snd
thoroughe At this time, the units cttnched epersationally to the
Group were ns follows: 148, 207, snd 200 Enrinecer Combat Battalions,
631 Engincer Light Egquipment Company, and the 989 Enginecr Treadway
Bridpge Company.

The 1114 Enginecer mbz, e O g VII Corps, landed
on Utzh Becach, Wormnndy. F 1ce . ian two incrementsz, 11 nnd 1T June
1944, snd wos lmeediniely aszipmed verious ngineer misgeions, The
principel mission was to open Highway 14 throush Care 1 es
ad posaible, One of ¢ ] i
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line of resistonce.

An important aschievement of the Group during this phase, weaa

the construetion by thce 300 Enginecr Combat Battslion of a Class

10, EC foot timber trestle tridgc Esst of Carenten, France, whieh
served;as the main connecting 1link between the Utah and Omehz Benches
At rll times during the construction, the bridege site was under
heavy, ascourate srtillery fire, which necessitated frequent re-
consirpetion of seections of the bridge,

During the construction, in sdditicn to numerous c¢asualtics
among the work parties, Major John E. Tucker, Commanding the 300th

-

Bngineer Combat Battallon, wes killed by enemy shell fira,.

On 17 June 1944, Group wes attached to VIII Corps, On 21 June
1944 1t wzs sassipned s defensive g2ector North of the Douve River,
ﬂﬁtmi South of S5t Saveur Lé™ficomte. This mission involved the
commitment =za front line trocoups, of the 148th Encincer Combat
Battalion, to prevent attzeks from the Scuth in £he vieinity of

LA Haye du Puits, during the main drive north to Cherbourg.
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tinually Peing mede to find better methods and matericls fo
patch roads, simplify bridge fesirms, and to operate spwmilla
ant quarries with preater officlency.

The engineer skill and experience in socbat toctics pained
in the previous camppnlFns were more fully demcnstroted daring
the erucisl month of Decexber when Von Rundstelt made his ter-
rifia bid te cestroy the First Arcy and turn the tide of wWnta
At this time the Group was bivousced in the vicinity ol Trand,
Gerceny, east of Anchom. Enpineex riggicns were ircedintely
eurtailed and proparations were made for a finnl cefense cof the
aren. Doring the paratroop alert, thorourh searsheg @ of all
homes and fields were pade for Onecy PAralroopers- oad blocks
and demslitions were leil to deny tae enemy theiy objectives
within the Army aren, cnd battle plans were rehearscc, Hewever,
no petion outside of merlsl bombing and gtrafing touvk ploce.in
the vieinity of Brand. #§hon Veon Funistedt's foroes continued
their rapid advance through the Jrionnoes, the Group mAGE & RI-
tor merch to the wvieinity of Huy, Pel-ium, to start vital op-
erntions in front of the German spearhesd. The 207 Engineer
Combat Battalicn was piven o barrier mission to deny¥ the ensmy
Route H=-36 between Dinant and Cincy, Belpium. The Baottalicon
met enecy resistance while placing thelr ipitiel rosed black and
were foreed to withirow to secondery positions while elements
of the US 2nd armored Division and srmored elecents of tha XXX
British Corps moved up to 3top the enemy acvance. Two Floatinp
Bailey Bridces were bullt across thne Meuse Eiver within 48 hours
after complétion of the move to Huy, Belplum; a Cless TO by the
148 Enfincer Combat Battallion at fzay, o&nc 4 Class 40 by the
164 Enpineéer Combat Battalion ot Ancenne., These bridpes were
used to supplement the one existing permanent bridse on the
Meuse, between Liepe ond Nazur, ot Huy , Belpgium, anld also to
allow more rapid commitment of the British IXX Corgs to the
battle. Two brifres, a Class 40 Fleatlns Balley nnd & Closs
40 Fixed Boiley were completed ot a=olr by the 20T Encineer
Corbat Bottalion on 24 and 28 Decurber 1944, respectively.
These bricges, and o Steel I-Beom, Class TO Bridie, built later
at Hamoir, were irportent in keeping open supply routes leading
to the front.

¥ith the corpletion of the br
units of Group copcemtrated om ap] ;
the Group area of responsibility, yroer o keep supply routes
ppen in the V Corps aréa.uuring the winter blizzarda in the
kenrt of the Ardennes. Ioo one zndW Wie eloured by means of
snowplows, mortor patrols, pr lexs, ' halldosers. In Fab-
ranry, after a ver¥y sovere & spell, thaw set in, leaving
the roncs ravelled and full nntholes under the continucus
battering by heavy traffic.
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The 1264 Enjinecr Combat Battnlion was osslsned o Group
on the 15 February 1945, thus bringine Groul strenith up to
four enc-ipeer combst battalions anc one light gguizment com=
pany «

During February 1945, nll of Groug's gfforts werd &Xpend-
ad on the repair of rosi-bel failures. Duriny this month,
22,7683 yoards of ginrle lane corduloy road Wig constructel and
govered with rock by units of the Group, with the nssistance
of nearly B000 troops from other bronches of the acrvica ot-
tachet for this clssign, These sttoached tron;s werc oo pa-
merous to mention, but @ nsisted of glercients of infantry,
tank, and taok-destzoyer unite, all of thex coing thelr job
wizll s

Followine the capture of the rallrosd bricye across the
Rhinc at Remarcn by the 9tk ,rmerec Division, on T March 1945,
the Group's efforis were ip=adintely turned to the congtIuc-
tion of mine booms upstream to protect the bridge froE Lame-
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The above pericd alss saw a change in Graup Comrapde=s.
Colanel John T. 0'Neill, who hed done such a aplendid isb in
cemmanding the Greup dering its most rying timea, war trang-—
I'arred to Pepdouarters ET2USA and thonee to the Stotes to Jodn
the Engineer Zoctiom, He AT ta TANEL ATmY. Thism transfer
wag affected an XL Junea D38 name date, Gl asl AT T
Meyer, formerly ocommand 1186 Enginoer Comhnt GO,
assumed oomeand of tho

During this final phase of operations the Graun pmits were
as followa: 164 Engineer Combat Battaliem, 237 Enginesr Combat

Battalien, 1254 Enginecr Cnmnat Bettalicon, 394 Ewelnoe:

Battalion (Sep), and the 1019 Enginesr Treaduny Fringe Company.
At the time of movement te the now Eren, the Grsun wos arttmohed
ta the VI Corps, but on the 20 Julv 1945, reverted to enntrol
af the XXT Corps.

Colonel Meyer's stay as Group Comronder was destined te
be brief, for on 8 July 1945, ho wus rulieved pf Command af
the' Group and ordercd to roeport to Loauguarters, IVI Corps to
take the position of Corps Logineer. Colonel Meyer was doubly
Iortunate since at that time the Corps Headquarters wes alerted
for movement ton tha Stotes.

On 11 July 1945, Major Adolph C Topinka, then executive
afficer of Group Hendquarters, assumed command of the 1110th
and remained as such until the final redeployment of high peint
officers and men was ordered By Army.

On 10 August 1945, per ordere from Headguarters, Soventh
Arey, the 1110th Enginecr Combat "Group reverted to a non—~0par—
atlonal stntus, and its attached units reverted to the control
of the 1175 Engineer Combnt Group.

Receipt of further orders from | ndquorters, Seventh Army,
¥

ataorted the wheels of redeployment ng ngoain. Approximotely
one third of the porsonnel of Group Loquarters and Heodguartors
Cowpany (B Officers and 16 Enlistcd Men) arc to be transferred
tA the 1144 Engincer Combnrt Group on the 25 Aurast 1545, and
will bo further assipncd to the 106th Infantry Division on the
2% August 1945, returning to the Statos somatime in Scptomber
with thnt unit. The eritiecal seore for tha officers being 8%,
and 75 points for the men. The fow Group personnel remaining,
hoving less thon 60 points, will be tronaferred to the 1264
Engineer Corbat Battrlion, e Cotogeory I unit. At this stage

af redeployment, Group Headguarter: and Headguorters Company
Will be filled to T/0 strength plus 2% with Enginver officers
ant men from Seventh Army units. Tho 1110th Engineer Combat
Gruup, thus cocpnsed of enlisted ren with &0=-T5 points znd
efficerg with 75-85 podinta, is then scheduled to leswvae the Army
ares on 1b September 1945, for return to the States and inmeti-
vation there, at the discretion ef the War Departcent,

It is helisvad fitting to note here thot the Present
Uroup Comrander, Major Topinka, is one of the officers to he
transferred to t he 1065th Divieion, and it is not known a€ this
date who the new Group Commander will b g

0f necesaity, the nbove rcesure of the aotivities of the
1110th Engineer Combat Group im the European Theater of Oper-
ations, must be brief and ean only touch on & fow of the many
irportant tasks completad. However, every man was g vital COE
in the organization and operations of the Group, which énjoyed
an enviable reputation im the cngineer gperntions of tho U. 5.
Ar¥my in the Buropenn phose of World War II, and can feol proud
of a Job "well done",

It seems fitting that a word of tribute be written in
mémery of the men of this Group who mode the suprece sncrifice,
They hove not died in vain., They will be recembered.
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